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Welcome to change your 
World mexico city 2012
Change Your World Mexico City will  
showcase women leaders across Latin America 
who are using the Internet, technology and 
social media to support positive change in  
the areas of human rights, women’s leadership, 
journalism, entrepreneurship, indigenous rights, 
and privacy. 



yahoo! Business & human rights Program 
Yahoo! is committed to leading in the efforts to 
protect and promote free expression and privacy on 
the Internet. In May 2008, we launched the Yahoo! 
Business & Human Rights Program, the first of its 
kind in our industry. The BHRP integrates human 
rights issues into business decisions, and promotes 
innovative solutions to human rights challenges.

yahoo! in latin america
Yahoo! is focused on creating deeply personal 
digital experiences that keep more than half a 
billion people connected to what matters most 
to them, across devices and around the globe. 
Yahoo!’s unique combination of Science + Art + 
Scale connects advertisers to the consumers who 
build their businesses. Yahoo! is headquartered in 
Sunnyvale, California. Across Latin America, over 80 
million people turn to Yahoo! every month to access 
the news, information and digital experiences that 
are relevant to them in their local markets. Yahoo! 
has offices in Buenos Aires, Argentina; Mexico City, 
Mexico; Miami, Florida, USA; and Sao Paolo, Brazil.



event agenda



Wednesday, sePtemBer 12

9.15 – 9.45 
Breakfast and Registration

9.45 – 10.00 
Welcome

10.00 – 10.30 
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Catalina Botero Marino,  
Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, 
Organization of American States (OAS)

10.35 – 11.45 
Storytelling in the Age of Digital Media 

11.45 – 12.10 
Break

12.15 – 1.15 
Entrepreneurs and CEOs: Women and  
Economic Empowerment 

1.25 – 2.35 
Women’s Rights, Technology and Social Change 

2.35 – 3.35 
Networking Lunch

3.45 – 4.50 
Social Media and Social Inclusion 

4.55 – 6.00 
Safety On-line for Women, Children and Activists 

6.00 
Break

6:15 
Hosted mixer/networking reception

thursday sePtemBer 13

9.30 – 10.15 
Breakfast and Registration

10.15 – 11.00 
Talk Back session: open discussion  
led by Event moderator, Claudia Calvin

11.00 – 12.30 
Government 2.0 

12.30 
What next?/Closing Remarks/Thanks

1.00 – 2.00 
Networking Lunch/Close



yahoo! host: armando rodriguez
Vice-President and Managing Director,  
Yahoo! Latin America and US Hispanic

Armando Rodriguez is the Vice President and 
Managing Director of Yahoo! Latin America and  
U.S. Hispanic, overseeing the company’s business  
and operations including partnerships, ad operations, 
and sales strategies. The Latin America and U.S. 
Hispanic region is one of Yahoo!’s fastest growing 
markets in the world – both in terms of audience  
and revenue growth.

Prior to this role, Armando was the General Manager 
of Hispanic Americas for Yahoo!, where he was 
responsible for the management and diversification 
of all revenue streams, including display and search 
advertising, as well the expansion into new markets  
in Latin America. 

Armando has served in several other positions for 
Yahoo! including Head of Business Development 
where he led all content and partnership assessments, 
negotiations and implementation for Yahoo! 
properties in the region, and as a sales strategist 
working closely with Yahoo!’s U.S. Hispanic sales  
team to offer and develop unique sponsorship 
programs to clients.

Before joining Yahoo! in 2005, Armando was 
Assistant Vice President of Business Development 
at MasterCard International and was responsible 
for managing both credit and debit card issuing 
relationships with Banco Santander in Colombia, 
Venezuela and Puerto Rico. 

Rodriguez holds an MBA degree from Thunderbird 
School of Global Management and a Bachelors of 
Science in Building Construction from the University 
of Florida. He resides in Coral Gables, Florida.



yahoo! host: eBele okoBi
Director, Business & Human Rights Program,  
Yahoo! Inc.

Ebele Okobi is Director of Yahoo!’s Business & 
Human Rights Program, leading Yahoo!’s efforts to 
promote privacy and free expression on the Internet 
and to identify innovative solutions to human 
rights problems. Before Yahoo!, Ms. Okobi worked 
as a corporate lawyer at Davis Polk & Wardwell in 
New York, Paris and London, an attorney fellow at 
Consumers Union (a consumer rights advocacy NGO) 
in San Francisco, a director of Advisory Services 
at Catalyst (an NGO with the mission of advancing 
women in business) in San Jose and Amsterdam and 
at Nike’s EMEA headquarters in Amsterdam, where 
she created marketing, corporate responsibility 
and business development strategy for Africa and 
NikeWomen. Ms. Okobi earned a BA in Psychology 
from the University of Southern California, a JD from 
Columbia Law School, an MBA Certificat des Études 
from HEC-Paris and also serves on the board of the 
Carr Educational Foundation, the parent organization 
for Daraja Academy, a boarding secondary school for 
exceptional Kenyan girls. Twitter: @YahooBHRP. 



event moderator: claudia calvin
Founder Mujeres Construyendo and Executive 
Director for the Mexican Council on Foreign  
Relations (COMEXI)

Claudia Calvin is the enthusiastic founder of  
Mujeres Construyendo, the first platform for Spanish 
speaking bloggers in Latin America.

She promotes women´s participation and economic, 
political and social empowerment through the use of 
internet and new technologies, important and useful 
tools in a complex, global and competitive world.

Claudia has a PhD in Political and Social Sciences 
from the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences 
(FLACSO), an MA in International Journalism from 
the University of Southern California (USC) and 
a BA in International Relations from the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM). She has 
more than 18 years of experience in public service in 
her country and has participated in a number of areas 
including strategic planning, political communication, 
international consulting and diplomacy.

Claudia lectures in different universities in Mexico and 
abroad on a variety of topics including Politics and 
International Communication, International Relations, 
and Women and Social Media. She is also the 
Executive Director for the Mexican Council on Foreign 
Affairs (COMEXI) a think tank devoted to the analysis 
of international relations and Mexico´s role in the 
international sphere. @LaClau/ @MConstruyendo



agenda details



Wednesday, September 12 

10.00 – 10.30 am
Keynote Speaker

keynote sPeaker:  
catalina Botero marino

Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression

The Inter-American Commission on Human  
Rights elected Colombian attorney Catalina Botero 
Marino as Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Expression in July 2008.

Before assuming the position of Special Rapporteur, 
Dr. Botero Marino worked as Acting Magistrate and 
Auxiliary Magistrate in the Constitutional Court 
of Colombia for 8 years. Previously she has held a 
number of posts, including: adviser for the Office 
of the Prosecutor General of the Nation; National 
Director of the Office for the Promotion of Human 
Rights in the Office of the People’s Defender of 
Colombia, Director of the Consultancy for Human 
Rights and International Humanitarian Law at the 
Social Foundation, and professor and researcher at 
the Law School of the Universidad de los Andes and 
other national and international universities. She is 
the author of several books and essays published 
in different countries on freedom of expression, 
constitutional law, international criminal law and 
transitional justice.

She received her law degree in 1988 at the 
Universidad de los Andes and did postgraduate 
studies there, as well as in Madrid, Spain, at 
Universidad Complutense, Universidad Carlos III,  
and the Center for Constitutional Studies. 



Wednesday, September 12

10.35 – 11.45 

Storytelling in the Age  
of Digital Media
Journalists across Latin America are bravely 
reporting stories about the drug trade, 
corruption, human trafficking, the trans-national 
implications of immigration and violence against 
women. This panel will discuss some of the 
ways that technology is facilitating this work, 
how technology has (or has not) ensured wider 
access to accurate and unbiased reporting, 
how technology has helped or hindered privacy 
and anonymity, and how new media platforms 
have shaped the ways that people access and 
consume information.



moderator: carolina casares
Argentina/United States, Editor in Chief,  
Yahoo! Hispanic Americas

elena Fortes
Mexico, Executive Director, Ambulante 

esther vargas
Peru, Journalist, Director, Classes in Journalism, Social 
Media Consultant 

ivette leyva martínez
Cuba, Founder, CaféFuerte.com 

Joana varon
Brazil, Researcher, Centre for Technology and Society, 
Fundação Getúlio Vargas

Judith torrea
Mexico, Journalist, Blogger, Author 

sara raFsky
United States, Americas Research Associate, 
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ)



moderator: carolina casares
Argentina/United States, Editor in Chief,  
Yahoo! Hispanic Americas

Born and raised in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Maria 
Carolina Casares is currently the Editor-in-Chief 
for Yahoo! Hispanic Americas, overseeing all media 
operations for the US Hispanic, Mexico and Argentina 
sites, as well as Monetization and Special Programs. 
With an educational background in Journalism and 
a degree from the Universidad del Salvador, Carolina 
previously held a position at La Nacion Newspaper, 
one of the largest Argentinean media outlets. At La 
Nacion, she worked initially as a reporter and later as 
an editor for 4 years. She has been a Yahoo! employee 
for seven years, starting in 2005 as an editor at the 
Yahoo! Argentina office. In 2008 she was relocated 
to Coral Gables, FL to manage the regional editorial 
entertainment team, followed by a promotion to Head 
of Originals, Special Programs and Monetization. Her 
most recent position as Editor-in-Chief for Yahoo! 
Latin America occurred in April of 2012, where she is 
responsible for overseeing all editorial operations, as 
well as content providers, media voice and budgeting. 
Twitter: @mccasares

elena Fortes
Mexico, Executive Director, Ambulante 

Elena Fortes graduated with a BA in Communication 
at the University of Pennsylvania and has since 
specialized in graphic and architectural design, 
and multimedia. In addition to her work in visual 
media, Elena has been active in Mexico’s political 
sphere, working for non-profits focused on 
advocating increased participation of young people 
in policymaking, and on exposing human rights 
violations in the country and abroad. Since 2005, she 



has worked as the Executive Director of Ambulante 
Org., a non-profit organization founded in 2005 
by actors Gael García Bernal and Diego Luna, and 
producer Pablo Cruz, focused on supporting and 
promoting documentary films as a tool for social 
and cultural transformation. Ambulante brings 
documentary films and training programs to places 
where they are rarely available, in order to create a 
participative, informed and critical public, to procure 
new forms of expression, and to encourage debate 
in Mexico and abroad. Ambulante hosts the annual 
Ambulante Documentary Film Festival, a traveling 
film festival that brings a selection of over 80 
groundbreaking films to more than 130 venues located 
in 12 regions across the country. In 2011, Ambulante 
was awarded the Washington Office on Latin America 
(WOLA) Human Rights Award for promoting film as 
a tool for change in the region. Throughout the year, 
the organization carries out a wide range of activities 
to support the production of documentary films in 
Mexico, as well as their promotion across different 
platforms in Mexico and abroad. In 2010 she launched 
Ambulante Beyond, a long-term training program 
in documentary filmmaking in Mexico and Central 
America that has resulted in the production of 10 
short films during its first year.

She has been part of the Programming Committee for 
the Morelia International Film Festival for the past five 
years, and has served as a member of numerous juries 
for international film festivals, including Hot Docs, 
Silverdocs, Nordisk Panorama, Sheffield DocFest, the 
Guadalajara International Film Festival, among others.

esther vargas
Peru, Journalist, Director, Classes in Journalism,  
Social Media Consultant 

Esther Vargas is a journalist from Peru. She holds a 
Master’s Degree in Digital Communication from the 
Postgraduate Institute of the University of Spain, and 
is a director of the web-based Clases de Periodismo, 
a digital school for Latin American journalists, a site 
with more than 80,000 followers on Facebook and 
Twitter as well as a leader in the region for traditional 
journalists looking to migrate to the Internet. 

Esther is also a professor at the Training Center 
for Digital Journalism in Guadalajara, Mexico, at 



the Antonio Ruiz de Montoya University and at the 
International Society for Individual Liberty (ISIL). She 
is an instructor at the Ibero-American Foundation of 
New Journalism and the Knight Center.

Esther has trained journalists from Argentina, Mexico, 
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Paraguay, Venezuela, 
Brazil, Guatemala, El Salvador and Peru, in the use 
of new technologies. She has also provided training 
at institutions such as Transparency International, 
the United Nations and the International Center 
for Journalists. She is a leader in the use of social 
networks in the region. Twitter: @esthervargasc

ivette leyva martínez
Cuba, Founder, CaféFuerte.com 

Ivette Leyva Martinez was born in Holguín, Cuba 
in 1972. She holds a BA in Journalism from Havana 
University and a Masters Degree in International 
Journalism from the City University in London, where 
she had been awarded a Chevening Scholarship from 
the British government. 

Ivette has worked as a Latin American news editor  
for Reuters (2000-2005) and the Yahoo! website, 
(2007-2010). She was an editor and reporter for  
the Cubavision International Channel (Havana,  
1995-1998) and a producer for AmericaTeVe-Channel 
41 (Miami, 2005-2006). She has collaborated with  
the BBC’s Latin American service, with Encounters  
on the Network [Encuentro en la Red] and with  
El Nuevo Herald, among other media outlets.  
In 2010, she founded www.cafefuerte.com, a news  
and information website focused on Cuba and  
Miami. Twitter: @cafefuertecom

Joana varon
Brazil, Researcher, Centre for Technology and Society, 
Fundação Getúlio Vargas

Researcher on Development, Intellectual Property 
and Digital Rights at the Centre for Technology and 
Society (CTS/FGV) from Fundação Getúlio Vargas 



(FGV), where she teaches at the Graduate School, 
manages the Free Culture Project and acts as civil 
society representative at Stearing Committees from 
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). 
Joana has a Master in Law and Development from the 
Sao Paulo Law School of Fundação Getúlio Vargas 
(EDESP/FGV). 

Among her publications are articles such, “Filtrado de 
Contenido en America Latina” published in the book 
“Hacia una Internet libre de censura” or “Ambiente 
jurídico-institucional para o setor de software no 
Brasil” in “Inovação: estudos de jovens pesquisadores 
brasileiros” (2010). In co-authorship with Prof Dr. 
Glauco Arbix she wrote an article entitled, “Finlândia: 
um salto rumo à economia do conhecimento”, in 
“Estratégias de Inovação em 7 países” (2010).

In partnership with Naor Elimelech, Joana is also 
co-director of FreeNet, an online collaborative 
documentary project with the goal to translate all this 
research and activism questions into an audio-visual 
language. Twitter: @joana_varon 

Judith torrea
Mexico, Journalist, Blogger, Author 

Judith Torrea is an award-winning blogger and 
independent media journalist, and the author of 
Juárez en la Sombra (Juarez in the shade). Before 
graduating from the University of Navarra, Spain, 
she went to work for a local newspaper. During 
college, she spent a year on a Erasmus fellowship 
in Bordeaux, France. Torrea worked for El Mundo in 
Madrid and Euronews Television in France. In 1997, 
Torrea became an intern at The Texas Observer in 
Austin. Her first week on the job, she went to Ciudad 
Juarez, the city on the Mexico-Texas border that was 
beginning to experience waves of violence. Torrea 
ended up spending the next nine years in Texas and 
on the border, reporting for Spanish-language media 
and European media outlets. She then moved to New 
York City, where she worked for El Diario Prensa and 
People en Español magazine. But she remained drawn 



to Juarez and moved back three years later and  
began working independently. She started a blog, 
“Ciudad Juarez, in the Shadow of Drug Trafficking,” 
which has won numerous honors, including the  
2010 Ortega y Gasset Prize, the Pulitzer Prize of  
the Spanish-speaking world, and a 2011 BOB Award. 
Judith was the 2011-2012 Yahoo! International  
Fellow at Stanford University, California.  
Twitter: @Judithtorrea

sara raFsky
United States, Americas Research Associate, 
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ)

Sara Rafsky has been the Americas Research 
Associate at The Committee to Protect Journalists 
(CPJ) in New York since 2011. She previously wrote 
about culture and politics as a freelance journalist 
in South America and South East Asia. Rafsky also 
worked at ARTnews magazine and interned with 
The Associated Press in Bogotá, Colombia. In 2008, 
she was awarded a Fulbright Grant to research 
photojournalism and the Colombian armed conflict. 
Rafsky also lived in Buenos Aires, Argentina, where 
she worked with the Global Human Rights and 
Governance division of the Ford Foundation and 
interned with Human Rights Watch and the Center 
for Studies on Freedom of Expression and Access to 
Information (CELE). She is from New York and has 
a bachelor’s degree from Georgetown University. 
Twitter: @pressfreedom / @cpjamericas 



Wednesday, September 12

12.15 – 1.15 

Entrepreneurs and CEOs:  
Women and Economic 
Empowerment
Economic empowerment is a key component 
of gender equality. This panel will feature 
economic leaders and innovators, and the ways 
they are using their power to effect positive 
social change. Panelists will also discuss the role 
of technology and the Internet in supporting the 
economic advancement of a more equal society.



moderator: maria del carmen 
gonzalez Bernal
Mexico, Director, Center for Research on Women in 
Senior Management at IPADE.

alia lorena iBarra
Mexico, President, Association of Women 
Entrepreneurs 

Jacqueline Patiño escoBar
Bolivia, journalist and entrepreneur

maría laura garcía
Argentina, Founder & CEO, Global News Group



moderator: maria del carmen 
gonzalez Bernal
Mexico, Director, Center for Research on Women  
in Senior Management at IPADE

Dr. María del Carmen Bernal is the Director of the 
Center for Research on Women in Senior Management 
at IPADE. Dr. del Carmen Bernal holds a Ph.D. in 
Pedagogy from the Universidad de Navarra. She 
is advisor of The Mexican Institute of Family and 
Population and has been Dean of the School of 
Pedagogy at Universidad Panamericana and Advisor 
at several academic institutions. Dr. del Carmen 
Bernal has published several papers of Women in 
Entrepreneurship and Pedagogy.

alia lorena iBarra
Mexico, President, Association  
of Women Entrepreneurs 

Alia Lorena Ibarra Avalos is an entrepreneur and an 
academic. She holds a Masters in Education and is a 
Professor in Primary Education. In 1990, she founded 
the Colegio Anglo Español Durango, A.C. and since 
2000 has acted as General Director for the Instituto 
Universitario Anglo Español. Alia believes that work, 
responsibility and honesty are fundamental to the 
development of individuals and the foundation of 
great leaders. 

Alia was the President of the Mexican Association 
of Women Entrepreneurs, Durango Chapter from 
2006 to 2008, and in February 2011 was appointed 
the National President of the Mexican Association of 
Women Entrepreneurs.



Jacqueline Patiño escoBar
Bolivia, journalist and entrepreneur

Mother of three, journalist from the heart and business 
administrator for the job, Jacqueline has learned 
to be a dreamer, and to make things happen is her 
challenge. Writer, gardener, and think tank mouse, 
she is positive that her generation is on earth to 
open possibilities for next generations. ‘We are the 
owners of brilliant ideas that need to be connected to 
golden hearts, as education without heart is nothing. 
We, the people, are here to change the conversation 
in the world. Politicians, businesses, industries and 
union leaders need to change their views and adjust 
to what the people are now ready to talk about. New 
online media and top technologies are the catalysts 
of the good news for the new approach, for the new 
conversation that is taking place every second, all 
over the world’. Twitter: @jptipnis

maría laura garcía
Argentina, Founder & CEO, Global News Group

María Laura García is the President and Founder 
of GlobalNews® Group, created to meet the actual 
market demands for reliable and instant information 
from international media for multi market activity to 
provide services such as digital clipping, corporate 
intelligence and media evaluation of print media and 
radio and TV broadcasts. Since 1998, GlobalNews® 
Group has grown to become the premier source of 
media monitoring for 17 countries in Latin-America, 
working with information from 57 countries, in 12 
twelve different languages. 

GlobalNews® Group is a member of FIBEP 
(Federation Internationale Des Bureaux D’Extraits De 
Presse, www.fibep.info.com) and AMEC (Association 
for Measurement and Evaluation of Communication, 
www.amecorg.com).

In 2004 GlobalNews® Group launched the Country 
Image Measurement Index: The Global IP, sponsored 
by the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, and won the 



“Eikon 2004 Communications Award”. In 2007, 
GlobalNews® Group won The International Members’ 
Award and the Silver Award in Multi Market Activity 
for its work with Merck. In 2008, GlobalNews® Group 
won the International Members’ Award and the 
Golden Award in Multi Market Activity for its work 
with BBVA. 

Before founding GlobalNews® Group, María Laura 
García was Press Advisor to the Secretariat of 
International Economic Relations of Argentina’s 
Foreign Affairs Ministry, Press Advisor to some UN 
programs like UNIDO and UNDP, Press Coordinator 
of International Negotiations and Integration 
processes such as Mercosur, FTTA and WTO. She 
was media analyst and foreign press coordinator for 
private companies and international corporations, 
lecturer at conferences and seminars on Latin 
America Internet & Technology (Miami and New 
York USA), The Communication in Regional 
Integration Processes (Cefir, México and Uruguay) 
and Globalized Communications (Argentina, Brazil, 
Peru and Uruguay). She was professor of “Monitoring, 
Selection and Analysis of International News” at the 
School of Communications of El Salvador University, 
in Argentina. She was journalist at “El Mundo” radio 
station, “Claudia” and “Siete Días” magazines and 
“La Nación” newspaper, in Argentina, among other 
media sources. She also contributed in the writing of 
two books: “Perspectivas para la Información Pública” 
(CEFIR) and “Comunicación para la Integración del 
MERCOSUR” (CIESPAL). 



Wednesday, September 12

1.25 – 2.35

Women’s Rights, Technology  
and Social Change
The Internet and technology are powerful 
platforms, with the ability to amplify those 
voices without access to traditional forms of 
media. Women across Latin America have been 
using various media and technology platforms 
to address women’s rights issues, with the 
underlying conviction that women’s rights are 
human rights. This panel will highlight various 
voices, innovative practices, and solutions.



moderator: maría consuelo  
meJía Piñeros
Mexico, Director, Católicas Mexico.org 

diana duarte
United States, Communications Director, Madre.org

eiko kaWamura
Peru, Regional Spanish Community Coordinator, 
Telecentre.org Foundation

gaBriela goldsmith
Mexico, Founder & President, Codigo Ayuda, AC

nasreen amina
Chile, Journalist, women’s rights activist 

thaís moraes
Brazil, Correspondent at the Global Press Institute, 
Voices of Our Future Program by World Pulse, 
G(irls)20 and One Young World Ambassador



moderator: maría consuelo  
meJía Piñeros
Mexico, Director, Católicas Mexico.org 

María Consuelo Mejía Piñeros is an anthropologist 
with a Master’s Degree in Latin American Studies, and 
has completed the credits for the doctorate in Latin 
American Studies at the School of the Arts at the 
National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM).
For 15 years, she was a researcher at the Center 
of Interdisciplinary Investigations in Sciences and 
Humanities at UNAM. Maria has been recognized for  
a number of awards, including the Don Sergio Méndez 
Arceo National Human Rights X Award, bestowed in 
2002 by 42 Catholic and Christian-inspired groups 
and organizations, for her work in defense of human 
rights, especially women’s rights, inside and outside 
of the Catholic Church. In 2010 the Human Rights 
Commission of Mexico City awarded her the Hermila 
Galindo Award for her lifetime achievement in defense 
and promotion of women’s rights, and in 2011 she 
was honored by the Women Delivery International 
Organization, as one of the 100 most inspiring women 
in the world for her commitment to improving the 
lives and defending the rights of women and girls. 
Since 1994, she has been the director of Católicas 
por el Derecho a Decidir (Catholics for the Right to 
Decide) in México.

diana duarte
United States, Communications Director, Madre.org 

Diana Duarte is the Communications Director of 
MADRE, an international women’s human rights 
organization. She leads MADRE’s strategy on public 
education and media, designing and implementing 
campaigns to increase the visibility of global women’s 
rights issues and to raise support for MADRE’s work 



with grassroots women’s groups worldwide. She has 
coordinated online campaigns, in partnership with 
MADRE’s grassroots partners worldwide, to raise 
awareness of human rights violations, to protect 
activists against threats, and to build transnational 
activist connections. For her master’s degree in 
international affairs, Diana wrote her thesis on 
women’s use of community-based media to build 
back after natural disaster. Twitter: @MADREspeaks

eiko kaWamura
Peru, Regional Spanish Community Coordinator, 
Telecentre.org Foundation

gaBriela goldsmith
Mexico, Founder & President, Codigo Ayuda, AC

Gabriela Goldsmith is the Founder and President of 
CÓDIGO AYUDA, A.C., an association that identifies, 
selects and monitors the best ways to channel 
support for various social programs of different 
organizations and authorities with an educational, 
health and/or productive mission, benefiting the most 
vulnerable. She has been a leader of the program 
“ADIÓS A LA CALLE”, which works to build a better 
future for homeless adolescents and adults. 

Gabriela has been a member of the “Subcommittee 
on Civil and Political Rights of the Committee of 
Government Policy on Human Rights, and the 
“Subcommittee on Children’s Rights of the Committee 
of Government Policy on Human Rights.

She had received the State of Mexico Award for 
Business Excellence and Recognition from The 
Mexican State Government for her selfless and noble 
voluntary work on behalf of the people of the State of 
Mexico. Twitter: @GabyGoldsmith



nasreen amina
Chile, Journalist, women’s rights activist 

Nasreen Amina is a journalist, a Chilean, a Muslim, a 
feminist, a writer and an activist. She is a specialist 
in community development projects from a 
gender perspective. Her work has been featured 
on international websites such as the Global Press 
Institute, the Women News Network and The 
Huffington Post. She also broadcasts a weekly show 
on FM Radio La Mosca. She is a pioneer of Islamic 
Feminism in Latin America. Twitter: @DivinaFeminista

thaís moraes
Brazil, Correspondent at the Global Press Institute, 
Voices of Our Future Program by World Pulse, 
G(irls)20 and One Young World Ambassador.



Wednesday, September 12

3.45 - 4.50

Social Media and Social Inclusion 
Countries across the Americas are home  
to a rich tapestry of indigenous communities. 
Many of those communities struggle with 
historical patterns of exclusion, dispossession 
and fragmentation. This panel will explore  
the ways that those communities are  
harnessing the power of the Internet and 
technology to preserve cultures, advocate  
for self-determination, connect across  
borders, address environmental issues  
and promote inclusion.



moderator: laura garcía coudurier
Head of Analysis and Institutional Strengthening, 
Semillas

guadaluPe martínez
la Alianza de Mujeres Indigenas de Centroamerica  
y Mexico

nadia maciel
Coordinator, Sexual and Reproductive Rights Network 
(DDSER)

silvia dalí Ángel Pérez
Oaxaca activist



moderator: laura garcía coudurier
Head of Analysis and Institutional Strengthening, 
Semillas

Laura García Coudurier studied international 
relations at the Colegio de México, in Mexico City. 
She completed her studies in Paris, at the Institute of 
Political and Social Sciences. She holds a Masters in 
Peace and International Security from King’s College, 
London, where she specialized in international justice, 
armed conflict and humanitarian international law. She 
worked as an intern at the International Criminal Court 
in the Netherlands, assisting the judges in the Court’s 
first case. Upon her return to Mexico, Laura worked as 
advisor for the International Center for the Transitional 
Justice, organizing fora on the search of truth and 
justice for the crimes committed during Mexico’s Dirty 
War. For one year Laura was advisor in human rights 
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs in Mexico. In June, 
2010 Laura joined Semillas, the only women’s fund in 
Mexico. In order to contribute to the improvement of 
women’s lives in Mexico, Semillas supports women’s 
human rights organizations. Laura heads the area of 
Analysis and Institutional Strengthening in Semillas 
which focuses in strengthening the organization 
through planning and analysis. 

guadaluPe martínez
la Alianza de Mujeres Indigenas de Centroamerica  
y Mexico 

nadia maciel
Coordinator, Sexual and Reproductive Rights Network 
(DDSER)

Nadia Maciel is a Nahua woman born in San Martin 
Tixtlancingo, Guerrero. Nadia holds a degree in 
Psychology. She was a Semillas Scholar in 2010 with 
the project ‘Sabes cuáles son tus derechos’ (‘Do 
you know what your rights are’), and in 2011-2012 
was a Scholar on the project ‘Mujeres trabajando 
por la salud’ (“Women working for health”). She is 
the currently the Guerrero State Coordinator of the 
Sexual and Reproductive Rights Network in Mexico 
(DDESER), and has been advisor for the Indigenous 
women house in Acatepec Gro. Nadia has also been 
a member of the Safe Maternity and Women Health 



Committee in Guerrero. Her Human Rights activism is 
driven by her life history.

silvia dalí Ángel Pérez
Oaxaca activist

Silvia Dali Angel Perez is a young Zapotec Indian from 
the San Juan Jaltepec community, Municipality of 
Santiago Yaveo, Choapam Oaxaca. She coordinates 
the youth commission of Mujeres Indígenas 
(Indigenous Women) for CIARENA, AC., participating 
in workshops on the rights of indigenous children 
and adolescents, and in the training of young 
human rights advocates. These activities are carried 
out locally in the Mixes, Zapotec and Chinanteco 
communities in the state of Oaxaca. At the Latin 
America level, as part of the Alianza de Mujeres 
Indígenas de Centroamerica y México (Alliance for 
Indigenous Women of Central America and Mexico), 
she has prompted the verbalization and visibility of 
local and regional organizational work processes of 
the indigenous youth. She is a reference point in Latin 
America, within the global indigenous youth caucus, 
which parallels the sessions of the UN’s Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues. She is a participant in 
the Global Coordinating Committee for the World 
Conference of Indigenous Peoples to be held in 2014.



Wednesday, September 12

4.55 – 6.00

Safety On-line for Women,  
Children and Activists
While the Internet and technology have  
given people across Latin America the ability  
to be informed, to connect and to advocate  
for change, there are a number of serious  
issues related to safety and security on 
line. Those issues are particularly acute for 
journalists, activists, women and children. 
Panelists, including company representatives, 
will identify major user safety issues and share 
guidelines for being safe on-line.



moderator: laura Juanes micas
Director, International Privacy, Yahoo! Inc. 

ana Paula Blanco 
Mexico, Policy Communications Senior Manager, 
Google Latin America

melva sangri
Founder and President, mam@digital

oscar raúl ortega Pacheco 
Mexico, Director, Safe Surfing campaign, Microsoft



moderator: laura Juanes micas
Director, International Privacy, Yahoo! Inc. 

ana Paula Blanco 
Mexico, Policy Communications Senior Manager, 
Google Latin America

Ana Paula Blanco is the Senior Manager for Policy 
Communications, Google Latin America, providing a 
communications perspective to major public policy 
issues. Ana Paula has over 10 years experience in the 
areas of public relations, corporate communications 
and marketing leadership. During her previous 
positions as Director of Communications and Public 
Affairs for Latin America North and the U.S. Hispanic 
market (a title she held from 2008 to 2012), Ana Paula 
and her team were instrumental to the launch of the 
Hispanic market approaches of Google. 

Before joining Google, Ana Paula was the Marketing 
Communications Manager for GE Healthcare for Latin 
America, and was responsible for tactical planning 
and development. Her responsibilities included the 
implementation of the new corporate image for GE, 
“GE - Imagination at Work”, in Mexico as well as 
marketing and communications strategies for the 
company’s Latin American operations. Before working 
with GE, Ana Paula was a communications specialist 
for The Mexico Securities Industry Association. She 
holds a BA in Psychology from the University of the 
Americas, a Certificate in Strategic Marketing from 
the same institution, and a Certificate in Business and 
Finance for Journalists from Centro de Investigación  
y Docencia Económicas A.C. (CIDE).

melva sangri
Founder and President, mam@digital

Melva Sangri is founder and President of  
mam@digital, an organization dedicated to 
transforming and expanding the digital world.

Through mam@digital, her background and 
experience in business management positions in 
information technology, Melva Sangri has had a 
positive influence in the advancement of thousands 
of mothers, encouraging them to develop better 
skills and modify the way they carry out their daily 



activities, both at home and in their professional lives, 
making the most of and taking full advantage of all 
the digital world has to offer.

She is the author of “Soy mam@digital”, a funny, 
helpful book on how to master the technological 
processes and transform and expand one’s knowledge 
of the “digital world”. Her motivation is the passion 
to serve, commitment to innovation and the 
transformation of women. In her own words: “Learn 
the Internet…to learn online”.  
Twitter: @msangri / @mama_digital

oscar raúl ortega Pacheco 
Mexico, Director, Safe Surfing campaign, Microsoft

Oscar Ortega Pachego is the Director of Microsoft’s 
Safe Surfing Campaign. Oscar has a Computer 
Systems Engineer degree from the School of 
Computing, National Polytechnic Institute (ESCOM-
IPN), and a Master’s in Politics and Management 
for technological change from the IPN Center for 
Economic, Social and Administrative Research 
(CIECAS-IPN). He has worked as a project leader 
on Windows Security and Home User Equipment, 
in response to Mexico incidents (UNAM-CERT). He 
was the Founder and editor of Punto Seguridad of 
UNAM. Oscar has conducted research in the field 
of information security and methodologies for 
developing public policies to protect children online. 
He currently serves as Chief Operating Officer of 
Navega Protegido en Internet and collaborates with 
the CITEL/OEA’s children online protection program. 
Twitter: @orx00 / @navegaprotegido



Thursday, September 13

11.00 – 12.30 

Government 2.0
A conversation about using the Internet, 
technology and social media to drive public 
policy, power electoral campaigns, engage 
voters, shape foreign policy and govern. 

Among the questions to be discussed are: 

• How are women using the Internet 
and technology to gain appropriate 
representation in governments across  
Latin America? 

• What roles do women in government play 
in advocating for gender equality and 
women’s rights? 

• How has technology facilitated good 
governance? 

• How are legislators addressing issues 
related to greater access to the Internet and 
free expression on-line?



moderator: mariclaire acosta
Director, Freedom House

aleJandra sePúlve orBenes
Chile, Executive Director, Comunidad Mujer 

alFonsina Penaloza horta
Mexico, Deputy Director General, Ethos Foundation

marta gaBriela michetti
Argentina, National Representative, City of Buenos 
Aires PRO (Propuesta Republicana)

myrna cunningham kain
Nicaragua, Chair, United Nation Permanent Forum  
on Indigenous Issues 

rossana hermoza cardozo
Paraguay, Lawyer, Professor, Director of the Legal 
Department at the Ministry of Women



moderator: mariclaire acosta
Director, Freedom House

Mariclaire Acosta is currently the Director of Freedom 
House, Mexico. Prior to this position, she directed 
a project at the International Studies Division of 
CIDE on the impunity of human rights abuse against 
women in Mexico. Prior to that, Ms. Acosta was the 
Director of the Americas at the International Center 
for Transitional Justice (ICTJ). Before joining the 
ICTJ, she served as special adviser to the Secretary 
General of the Organization of American States (OAS) 
on civil society affairs and as Deputy Secretary for 
Human Rights and Democracy at the Mexican Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. She previously served as Special 
Ambassador for Human Rights and Democracy at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and as Adviser to the Social 
Convergence Working Group for Civil Organizations, 
Political Coordinating Office and Transition Team for 
President Vicente Fox. Her involvement with human 
rights encompasses a wide spectrum of non-profit, 
public, and private activities.

Ms. Acosta is a founding member and former 
president of the Comisión Mexicana de Defensa y 
Promocion de los Derechos Humanos (non-profit 
Mexican Commission for the Defense and Promotion 
of Human Rights), a founding member and former 
executive director of the Academia Mexicana 
de Derechos Humanos (Mexican Human Rights 
Academy), and has served as chairperson of the 
Mexican section of Amnesty International. 

aleJandra sePúlve orBenes
Chile, Executive Director, Comunidad Mujer 

Alejandra Sepúlve Orbenes is the Executive Director 
of Comunidad Mujer, a non-profit organization 
established in Chile, which serves as a benchmark in 
matters of gender, proposing public policy allowing 
for the possibility of new and better opportunities for 
women in the workplace and political sphere.

Alejandra is a journalist with a Bachelor’s Degree 



in Social Communication from the Diego Portales 
University (Chile), a Masters of Art in International 
Relations from Complutense University (Spain) 
and a Diploma in Marketing from the Adolfo Ibañez 
University (Chile). She was a correspondent for 
El Mercurio newspaper in Madrid during the time 
Augusto Pinochet was arrested in London. As a 
result of this experience, she wrote the book “Es la 
Prensa, Estúpido, La Prensa. Cuando Chile fue noticia 
por la razón o la fuerza” (“It’s the Press, Stupid, The 
Press. When Chile made headlines by reason or by 
force”) , which addresses the European chapter of 
the Pinochet case through the prism of political 
communication. She worked at La Tercera  
newspaper for 5 years, becoming the Managing  
Editor of Revista Mujer. In 2008, she joined 
Comunidad Mujer where she has led various  
projects in pursuit of greater development and 
equality for women. @ale_sepulvedap

alFonsina Penaloza horta 
Mexico, Deputy Director General, Ethos Foundation

Alfonsina has worked at the Ministry of Public 
Service monitoring the international anti-corruption 
conventions signed by Mexico, as well as the issue of 
mainstreaming gender awareness in the Federal Civil 
Service. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in International 
Relations (ITAM) and a Master’s degree in Gender 
Development and Globalization (LSE). Previously, 
she was Deputy Director for the Mexican Council on 
International Affairs, the only Mexican think-tank on 
national foreign policy, where she created the Youth 
Program. Alfonsina has taught courses on Gender 
and Politics, and Gender and Development (ITAM), 
and participated in consulting projects in areas 
as diverse as economic development, gender and 
development and human rights. She has collaborated 
with the Ethos Foundation since its inception and 
participated in projects related to gender equality, 
competitiveness, food safety, strengthening of civil 
society and the electoral arena. Twitter: @alfonp



marta gaBriela michetti 
Argentina, National Representative,  
City of Buenos Aires PRO (Propuesta Republicana)

Marta Gabriella Michetti is an Argentine politician, 
and is currently the National Representative for the 
City of Buenos Aires. She is the Chairperson of the 
MERCOSUR Committee, and Voice of the Committees 
on Social Action and Public Health, Foreign Affairs 
and Small and Medium Enterprises. Marta earned a 
degree in International Relations at the Universidad 
del Salvador, Buenos Aires, in 1988, and entered public 
service in 1989 in the Province of Buenos Aires, joining 
the executive staff in 1990 as a technical adviser at 
the Argentine Ministry of Economy. 

Marta has held various positions in the Government 
of the City of Buenos Aires, including Deputy Chief of 
Government (the first woman elected to that position) 
and Legislator of the City.

She has also worked on management and consulting 
activities in both the public and private sector in the 
area of International Trade Relations, Foreign Trade 
and Industry. Twitter: @gabimichetti

myrna cunningham kain 
Nicaragua, Chair, United Nation Permanent Forum  
on Indigenous Issues 

Dr. Cunningham Kain is an Indigenous Miskita woman 
from the community of Waspam, Nicaragua. She 
studied medicine and surgery at the Universidad 
Nacional Autonoma de Nicaragua, becoming the 
first female Miskita surgeon. She returned to work in 
the Missionary Hospital of the Moravian Church as 
a general practitioner and later as a surgeon, work 
that she combined with the public health of the 
communities near the Coco River until 1979. She was 



the first Miskitu woman governor of the North Atlantic 
Autonomous Region, where she played an important 
role in the consultation process on the autonomy of 
the multi-ethnic region and the negotiation of peace 
agreements that resulted in the approval of the Law 
of Autonomy of the Indigenous Peoples and Ethnic 
Communities from the Atlantic Coast of Nicaragua 
(1987) and the establishment of the first autonomous 
regional governments.

She chairs the Center for Autonomy and Development 
of Indigenous Peoples and was recently elected to 
serve on the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
of the United Nations from 2011 to 2013. In September 
2010 she was awarded an honorary doctorate by the 
National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), 
the first indigenous woman to receive that award. She 
is the chair of the Indigenous Intercultural University, 
which promotes the Fund for the Development 
of Indigenous Peoples of Latin America and the 
Caribbean. This Fund works with 21 universities and 
research centres in nineteen countries. She is also a 
member of the Board of the International Global Fund 
for Women and Advisor to the Alliance of Indigenous 
Women of Mexico and Central America. She was 
the founder and first rector of the University of the 
Autonomous Regions of the Nicaraguan Caribbean 
Coast (URACCAN). URACCAN was one of the 
first Latin American institutions of indigenous and 
intercultural higher education with a focus on gender, 
and has been an inspiration for many Indigenous 
peoples around the continent. 

As an Indigenous woman, Dr. Cunningham Kain 
acknowledges the collective contributions of previous 
generations in her training and experience, and 
especially her family, parents, sisters, sons, daughters, 
nieces, nephews and grandchildren.

rossana hermoza cardozo
Paraguay, Lawyer, Professor, Director of the Legal 
Department at the Ministry of Women

Rossana was born in Paraguay on March 9, 1977. An 
attorney, Rossana completed her legal studies at the 
National University of Asuncion, and also received 
a master’s degree in Private Law at the National 
University of Rosario - Argentina. 



Rossana has been the Director of the Legal 
Department of the Ministry of Women since August 
2008. She is the national representative of her 
country for the Social and Legal Condition of Women 
Committee (CSW) at the United Nations and has 
participated at the 53rd, 54th, 55th and 56th Sessions 
of said Committee. She has also participated in 
courses, seminars and internships on Women’s Human 
Rights. Rossana is part of the team responsible for the 
design of the national SOS Woman 137 hotline and of 
the Drafting Committee for the development of the 
Comprehensive Law against violence towards women. 
Twitter: @mujerparaguay



thank you For  
Joining us today
Thank you for being part of this event. We look 
forward to continuing the conversation!
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