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Rationale
In this lesson the student will make a photo frame for one of their own photo’s. Photo’s are 
known for representing the truth. But when it comes to art we can manipulate it. Will we do 
this by making a photo frame for the photo. A frame can say something extra about the 
artwork. 
The student will manipulate the photo with the frame by using stereotypical signs and symbols 
of another culture. So it will look like the photo has been taken somewhere the student 
actually had never been before. The student will make the signs and symbols in silhouettes and 
will create a certain depth by overlapping them. And he or she will also have a composition in 
mind. 
For this assignment the student will examine artworks, of Barbara Visser and Alexander Mir, 
which are manipulated. The student will also examine the artworks of Kara Walker. And of 
course the student will examine other cultures and their stereotypes. Thereby the student will 
learn more of other cultures and how they are represented. 

Outcomes and Indicators
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Outcomes according to the syllabus:
Making
VAS3.2 Makes artworks for different audiences, assembling materials in a variety of ways. 

• Examines a range of concepts and their relationships to selected forms and experiments 
with such things. Like stereotypical signs and symbols in relation to another culture. 

Appreciating
VAS3.4 Communicates about the ways in which subject matter is represented in artworks.

• Discusses the artist’s intention and the use of styles and techniques in selected works and 
consider the possible meanings of these works. 

Other outcomes:
• The student can manipulate photo’s by making a collage
• The student knows more about photography in relation to art
• The student is able to make signs and symbols from planes
• The student knows how to use materials, tools and doesn’t waste them. 

Indicators:
• The student doesn’t waste any material. Cuts out planes on the edge of the cardboard. And 

doesn't use a lot of glue if it’s not necessary.

Preparation and Organisation
• for the students:

•  1 coloured a4 cardboard per student, 

• pencil

• (small)scissors and a knife

• glue and a ruler must be shared

• a photo

• handout with stereotypes and examples of compositions. 

• a powerpoint with examples of artists and stereotypes:

• Barbara Visser (manipulating photo’s)

• Cindy Sherman 

• Alexander mir (manipulating photo’s)

• stereotypes

• Venice - Italy

• Holland

• England

• Japan

• Kara Walker (silhouettes)
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• Giotto di Bondone (overlapping)

• overlapping planes

• example and non-example of the assignment
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Lesson Development

time content teaching/learning 
strategies

resources

exploring 
20 min
3 min.

2 min.

5 min.

5 min.

explain history of 
photography: In the art 
history photography was a cause 
which made the painting into 
modernism. Painters didn’t have 
to paint the truth no more.
Photography as art: 
Photography can also be art. 
Artist started to manipulate the 
truth on various ways. Most of 
the artist do it with photoshop. 
Some do it on location so it will 
look like it is real (Barbara 
Visser)
Further outline activity: 
What we will do for today’s 
lesson is making a photo frame. 
Frames can say something extra 
about the photo or art work.   
What we will use are 
stereotypical signs and symbols 
of a culture which is not part of 
the photo.
Stereotypes are things that a 
country or culture is known for. 
For example: Australia and 
kangaroos, boomerangs and 
koala’s. 
Alexander Mir did it on a 
different way. He made post 
cards of different locations. And 
putted Venezia on it even 
though it isn’t Venice.
brainstorm of stereotypical 
symbols of 5 countries

Q: But are photo’s always 
telling the truth?

Q: what is a stereotype of 
Australia?

Q: which country do you 
want to do?
Q: who knows some 
stereotypical signs and 
symbols of those countries/
cultures

Artists
Barbara 
Visser & 
Cindy 
Sherman

example of 
the frame

Artists
Alexander 
Mir

stereotypes 
of a country
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time content teaching/learning 
strategies

resources

developing 
35 min.
2 min.

5 min.

10 min.

8 min. 

10 min

Explain safety issues how the 
use a knife. 

explain: tell students to choose 
4 stereotypes of 1 country
Explain: Silhouettes of signs 
and symbols

students starts working on the 
silhouettes 

explain: composition is 
something were you make the 
audience focus on. 
The centre of the photo.
diagonal/ vertical/ horizontal/
triangle
explain: overlapping is putting 
the pieces over each other and 
thereby creating a sort of depth.

Students can choose their 
composition according to the 
photo

demonstration: Fold it 
precisely with the corners 
on the corners and how to 
cut out a rectangle.

demonstration: draw 
them with pencil on edge 
of the cardboard and start 
cutting it out with scissors. 
Q: What colour frame each 
student want. And give out 
materials. except the glue

Checking: if understood. 

demonstration: with 
photo and something a 
student has made. 

checking if understood. 
helping if needed. 
give out the glue is 
composition is set.
put in the photo

silhouettes
artist Kara 
Walker

example of 
compositions 
used in a 
frame

students 
work

overlapping 
in art
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time content teaching/learning 
strategies

resources

resolving 
10 min.

evaluation: Each student tells 
something about their work

Once finished students 
clean up there table. Not 
useable material goes in the 
bin. Other bigger pieces 
should be collected at the 
front desk. 
Scissors and other used 
materials will also be 
collected at the front desk. 

Q: do you think you 
succeed in what you wanted 
to achieve?
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Support Notes

A Powerpoint with the resources, like artworks and examples of stereotypes. 

 

Barbara 
Visser

zondag 22 mei 2011

Alexander Mir

zondag 22 mei 2011
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Barbara Visser didn’t made this photo in the 
Netherlands even though it looks like she did. To 
manipulate photo’s you don’t need just photoshop. It 
can also be done on other ways. Like using a decor. 
This photo was made in ‘Huis Ten Bosch’ a sort of 
theme park in Japan where they copied Holland. 
But not just the landscape is fake. The people on the photo’s also look like they are wearing a mask.

Cindy Sherman is a well known photographer. She 
also manipulates her photo’s. They may look like self portraits but it is doesn’t show her own identity. 

Alexander Mir made several postcards for the 
Biennial of Venice. On these postcards is a landscape shown that isn’t Venice at all. But the ones who 
received the card hard noticed it. 
Art is just showing a pretty painting. It is also 
interactive and it can also confuse the audience.



Italy

zondag 22 mei 2011

holland

zondag 22 mei 2011

England

zondag 22 mei 2011
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The Netherlands also has his stereotypes. Like tulips 
windmills, delfsblue tiles, wooden clogs, cheese, cows etc. 

When people think of English stereotypes, you might think of tea, the phone booths, beefeaters, the Queen and of course the Tower bridge. 

These are stereotypical pictures of Venice in Italy. 
The Rialto bridge for example is very famous. And of course the gondolas is a stereotype for Venice. 



Japan

zondag 22 mei 2011

Kara Walker

zondag 22 mei 2011

Giotto di 
Bondone

zondag 22 mei 2011
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Kara Walker is an artist who works with silhouettes. 
These are planes in a shape of something you may 
recognise. This is what we will do today as well. We 
will make stereotypical signs and symbols in 
silhouettes. 

Silhouettes have no depth. But we can create this by 
overlapping our planes. In this painting, painted by 
the italian artist Giotto di Bondone in 1305, there is 
actually no perspective in it. But he overlapped the 
figures over each other so a certain depth was 
created. 

We just talked about western cultures, but the Asian is also very interesting. Japan for example. Then you 
might think of Geisha’s, Pagoda’s and cherry 
blossoms. 



History of photography related to the art history:
In the art history photography was a cause of the modernism movement. First painters painted the 
truth and the reality. But when the photography was invented. Their was no need anymore for 
painters to paint the reality. 
But are photo’s always telling the truth?

Photography as art:
Nowadays photography is also used in the art. And some photographers started to manipulate the 
truth on various ways. Some artist do this by photoshop. Others just fake the location. Like Barbara 
Visser. 

Frames:
Frames are framing an artwork for a reason. They will influence the artwork. Most of the time an 
old painting has an old looking kind of frame around it. This to make it look older. Imagine if they 
put an aluminium frame around it. Then it will look more modern. 

Outline activity:
What we will do for today’s lesson is making a photo frame of cardboard. By doing this we will 
influence the photo and make the audience a bit confused. On this frame we will put some 
silhouettes of stereotypical signs and symbols. Of a culture that is not part of the photo. By doing 
this we will also use the technique of overlapping. To create a certain playful depth in our frame. We 
will also pay some attention to composition. 

Example and non-example
As you can see in the example the windmill overlaps the frame on a playful way. The red wooden 
clog also overlaps the frame and the windmill. 

The water doesn’t look very sophisticated. It is just put there, and it doesn’t look very neat. You can 
also see some glue on the edges. This means that the one who did this used to much glue. If I will 
turn the frame and show you the inside. The water looks more sophisticated. 

overlapping 
planes

zondag 22 mei 2011
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This is another example of overlapping planes. And you can see that is will create a certain depth in the 
artwork. 



Stereotypes & composition hand-out:
Stereotypes:
Stereotypes are signs and symbols that a country or culture is known for. For example Australia is 
known for kangaroos, barbecues, boomerangs, Aboriginals and koala’s

Here are some other stereotypes:
Mexico:
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England
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China
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Africa
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Ireland:
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Russia 
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France:
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Holland:
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Hawaii:  
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Composition:

composition is a way how things in a artwork are arranged. It will give us focus points of the most 
important things in an artwork. This can be done on various ways. 

         

central composition
As you can see in this photo. The 
butterfly is in the centre of the photo. 
And it will make you focus on it. The 
background is not important at all. 

                

Vertical composition
As you can see in this painting. It is 
painted in a vertical direction. If you a 
aware of how you are reading the 
painted. You will feel you will read is 
vertical 
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Horizontal composition

    

Diagonal composition

    

Triangle composition
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Venezia (all places contain all others)
Alexander Mir, 2009
Postcard Venice Biennale
http://www.mediacultuur.net/bronnen/de-groeten-uit/
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Untitled Film Still # 54
Cindy Sherman 1980
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Trials
Trial:

Wednesday May 25th

With Rebecca, Andrew, Mandi, HyunkYung, Celeste, Matt and Monica as students. 

 

Matt made a Canadian frame HyunkYung made a Chinese 
frame Celeste made a French Frame

 Monica made a Hawaiian 
Frame

Mandi made an Egyptian 
Frame

Andrew also made a French 
Frame

Rebecca made an English 
frame
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Ranking

1. I will rank Celeste work as the best. She used 
overlapping figures, it totally represents France.

And she solved problems on creative ways. Like she did 
with the flag. 

2. I will rank HyunkYung as the second best. 

She thought about what her signs and symbols all could 
represent in relation to China. 

The frame looks very full and also the dolls are 
representing the overpopulation of China. 

3. Matt’s work is on the third place. It looks Canadian, 
though he could have put some more signs in symbols in 

there. For example something that has to do with Ice 
hockey. 

But he solved his problems on creative ways as well. Like 
he did with cutting a snowflake

4. Andrew used overlapping figures and he put a lot of 
effort in it. Though the overlapping wine and bottle with 

the same colour doesn’t really create a certain depth. 

5. Monica used the overlapping technique. But she could 
have put a little bit more effort in it. Because the grass-

skirt looks more on a grass hut. 

6. Mandi worked fast. but hardly used overlapping. 

7. Rebecca chose england. The colours match the country 
and so does the silhouettes. But there is no overlap in any 

of the figures. 
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Rationale (Long version)
In this lesson the student will make a photo frame for one of their own photo’s. Photo’s are 
known for representing the truth. But when it comes to art we can manipulate it. Will we do 
this by making a photo frame for the photo. A frame can say something extra about the 
artwork. 
For this assignment the student will examine the artworks of Barbara Visser, Cindy Sherman 
and Alexander Mir. These artist are not just photographers. They confuse their audience with 
their photo’s. Barbara Visser for instance, she uses fake decor and masks to pretend that the 
photo is actually taken somewhere else. Alexander Mir does almost the same thing. He uses 
photo’s of place which have nothing to do with a place that he wants to represent. But by just 
putting the name under it of the place, that is not shown on the picture, confuses the audience. 
Cindy Sherman Also manipulates with her photo’s. She makes self-portraits but they actually 
can’t be called self-portraits because she is not showing her own identity. She uses stereotypes 
to present herself as a totally different person. 
The student will manipulate their photo too. But will do this with a frame, and just like Cindy 
Sherman, by using stereotypical signs and symbols. 
The photo the student will be using must be a holiday photo of where they have been to. Or at 
least a photo that shows in which country the photo was taken. This will make it easier to 
confuse the audience than if its been done with just a photo which is taken in your own house. 
The stereotypical signs and symbols that will be used for the frame must be from another 
culture. Just like Alexander Mir did with his Venetian postcards.
These signs and symbols will be in silhouette figures and to create a certain depth the student 
will use the overlapping technique. 
Kara Walker is an artist that uses silhouettes. The student will also examine her work which is 
very flat. But to create the certain depth with overlapping the student will also examine work 
of the medieval artist Giotte Di Bondone. 
Every artwork has a composition. This could be vertical, horizontal, central etc. The student 
has to look at his photo and discover what he would like to be shown. He or she can 
manipulate the photo by doing this as well. Because composition is the way things has been 
arranged in the artwork. It sends the eye to the most important thing in the artwork. 
To help the student a bit there will be hand outs with examples of stereotypes of some 
cultures. For example France with the Eifeltower, the Arc de Triomph, croissant, wine and 
french stickbread. The Netherlands with its tulips, windmills, cheese and wooden clogs. And 
Hawaii with its palm trees, grass-skirts, tiki’s, sur%oards and flowers. 
The student will copy these stereotypes and change these into silhouettes. They will make a 
sketch of in on their cardboard. But on the edge of it so no material will be wasted. The 
student can choose between using a knife or scissors. If a knife is used, the student must know 
the safety issues of it. By cutting out their silhouettes the student will develop the skill which 
makes the students’s movement more precise. 
When the artwork is finished the student will clean his desk and evaluated the artwork in the 
group. The student will also reflect on their work, they will tell the group what the idea behind 
their work was, what went right or wrong (and how they solved it), what element they are 
proud of and what they will do different if they had to do it again. This will make the student 
appreciate what they have done and be aware of things they learned. Students will also learn 
from their peer of how they solved a problem. 
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